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The BOVEX Project 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

• Provide a multilateral exchange for electronic 
passports between national authorities 

• Verify correctness of transmitted passport data 

• Link with TRACES for transaction verification 
(legality and correctness) 

 - Traces Certificate number mandatory in 
BOVEX 

- Traces Certificate Existence and syntactic 
correctness 

Background 
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Regulation (EC) No  1760/2000 requires 

paper passport at least for movements of 

bovines between Member States 
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• BOVEX database collects information about 
passports and bovine movements between 
the UE countries (BOVEX project partners)  

• Using the BOVEX web services, published 
from DG-SANCO team developer, the 
national developers can be integrate the 
results obtained in their national 
databases, improving and increasing the 
process automation in their web 
applications 
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The first pilot phase (2008) 
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• With the participation of BE, LU, DE, AT, IT 

• Provide data for test 

• Verify the flows of data in animal exchange 

• Provide any remarks, issues, suggestions 
to EC (SANCO) 

• Participate in interim and follow-up 
meetings 

• Provide feedback for the report and 
conclusions 
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• In recent years, the DG-SANCO team 
organized a series of meetings between 
experts of EU countries in the matter, 
aimed at defining the procedures and 
content for the automation of the intra-
Community trade in bovine animals 

• During 2012, DG-SANCO has defined the 
data structure, web services and 
documentation required based on the 
observations and comments of the 
partners involved in the project 
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The principal functionality are three: 

• submit – to send into BOVEX the outgoing 
movements of bovine to other countries  

• retrieve – to receive the animals data from 
BOVEX database 
 * only if the partner has sent to BOVEX the 
outgoing movement of the animals (using 
submit method) 

• acknowledge  – to confirm the correct receipt 
of the information and to confirm the correct 
registration of the animals into the national 
database 
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Data Flow 
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Create / process 
passport data 
messages 

Submit passports 
Request passports 

Passport messages 
Status messages 
Error messages 

Process 
Store, 
get 

Check TRACES 
certificate 

Data messages 
(XML) 

Get and store 
passport data 
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• Finally in March 2013, the Italian and Spanish 
technical teams met in Brussels at the headquarters 
of DG-SANCO team to agree and establish criteria 
and protocols in order to kick off the testing phase 
between the two countries 

 

• The experience gained in the short period of test and 
the exchange of information and views between the 
Spanish and Italian teams have made it possible to 
collect useful information for the development of the 
software modules for the management of the flow of 
data exchanged in routine of the final phase 
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Italy, in its web application for bovine database 
managing (BDN), has integrated the retrieve 
functionality to be able to precompile the web form for 
incoming movements with required data, providing 
only the Traces certificate number. 

So, the user (breeder/public veterinary ecc.) of the 
BDN web site, after the checking and correspondence 
between data showed and the real situation, can 
confirm the registration of animals. 

The BDN system confirm the retrieve to BOVEX with 
the acknowledge method after registration. 
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Form for Animal Registration from UE 
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In the same way in the outgoing movements the users  
(veterinary services/associations/breeders) have to 
indicate the number of Traces certificate, so the BDN 
system is able to update the BOVEX database, using 
the submit method, providing to the other European 
partners the data of animals that move abroad. 
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Form for Outgoing movement to UE 
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Test Phase 

14 

• Started in april 2013 between 
Italy and Spain exchanging 
real data, the first month as 
test, then in the real 
production environment 

• Including Greece from 
september 2013  

• France started with test in 
april 2014 and is ready for 
production in june 2014 
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Italy-Spain: Some figure in submit 
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• From april 2013 to may 2014 Italy 
submit 40.094 passport of animal 
that move to Spain 

• 14.412 passport are rejected  

• the percentage of errors is 
decreasing 

• In may 2014: 1.592 accepted and 
234 rejected 

• The principal reason of rejection is 
that the Traces reference number is 
not found in Traces Database    
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Italy-Spain: Some figure in retrieve 
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• From april 2013 to may 2014 Italy 
retrieve 19.574 passport of animal 
that move from Spain 

• 12.677 passport are not found in 
BOVEX database  

• The percentage of errors is 
decreasing 

• In may 2014: 497 retrieved and 
608 not found 
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Amount of data exchanged 
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Spain: 

Send 40.094 (14.412rejected) 

Retrieve 19.574 (12.677 not 

found) 

 

Greece: 

Send 743 (189 rejected) 

Retrieve 0 
 

France: 

Send 30 (30 rejected) 

Retrieve 0 
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The experience has highlighted some critical points: 

• Mismatch between Traces and Bovex databases 

• Different timing in feeding of two systems: 
 The Traces certificates are not always completely filled-

in 
 Movements data are entered in advance into Trace 

system and may differ from the real movement 
 The BOVEX data could be entered with a week of delay 

respect to effective day of movement 
 The delay of registration of movements into the 

national database implies a consequent delay in data 
transmission to BOVEX, this results in the loss of the 
possible benefit due to the connection between 
national database and BOVEX (precompilation of cattle 
in) 
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• The DG-SANCO team has developed a search 
engine able to show the information 
contained into BOVEX, linked with the 
Traces database 

 

• The MS will have to adopt organizational 
solutions to improve (on one hand) the 
completeness of the recording in Traces and 
the other side to ensure short times of 
supply the national DB (and therefore 
BOVEX) 

 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive Agency 

Better Training for Safer Food 

BTSF 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale 
dell’Abruzzo e del Molise “G. Caporale” 

Campo Boario, 64100, Teramo, Italy 

Email: sancotraining@izs.it 

Website: www.sancotraining.izs.it, www.izs.it 

Phone: +39 0861 332673 

This presentation has been produced under the contract n. 2012 96 04 with the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers (EAHC). 
The content of it is the sole responsibility of Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise “G. Caporale”, Teramo and 

can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers or any other body of the European 
Union. The Executive Agency for Health and Consumers or any other body of the European Union will not be responsible under any 

circumstances for the contents of communication items prepared by the contractor. 

• European Commission 
Consumers, Health and Food Executive Agency 

DRB A3/042 
L-2920 Luxembourg 

 

mailto:sancotraining@izs.it
http://www.sancotraining.izs.it/
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/

